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Granville Township
Minutes of Regular Meeting, June 10, 2015
Present: Granville Township and Granville Roads District Trustees* Bill Mason, and Paul
Jenks, Fiscal Officer Jerry Miller, Recording Secretary Maggie Barno
Absent: Trustee Melanie Schott
Department Heads: Chief Hussey, Superintendent Travis Binckley
Guests: Chuck Peterson, Granville Sentinel
Richard Van Meter, Llanberis Dr.
Helen Sunkle, 109 Fairview
Bill Wilken, 474 Glyn Tawel Dr.
Casey Curtis and Ryan Hussey, Granville Township Fire Dept.
Rob Schaadt, 2523 Burg St.
Ben Rader, 130 W. Broadway
Jeff Clark, 28 Meadow Wood Dr.
Mason Clark, 28 Meadow Wood Dr.
Richard and Susan Gosnell, 731 Fairview
Andrew King, Columbus Rd.
Trustee Jenks called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approval of Agenda:
Trustee Jenks moved to approve the agenda as published. Trustee Mason seconded and the
motion passed.
Public Hearings on Nuisance Property located at 145 Fairview:
Trustee Jenks opened the public hearing on 145 Fairview. Trustee Jenks asked if anyone wanted
to speak on 145 Fairview. Initially no one spoke up and Trustee Jenks asked Zoning Inspector
and Compliance Officer Binckley if he wanted to comment on 145 Fairview. Zoning Inspector
and Compliance Officer Binckley reported he had inspected the property and the grass had been
mowed and an attempt had been made to clean things up, however the weeds had not been
removed. In Zoning Inspector and Compliance Officer Binckley’s opinion this property no
longer qualified as a nuisance and recommended no further action be made at this time.
Trustee Jenks moved they take no further action on 145 Fairview and to close the public hearing
on the property. Trustee Mason seconded and the motion carried.
Richard Gosnell, 731 Fairview, addressed the Trustees. Trusted Jenks asked Mr. Gosnell if he
wanted to speak on 145 Fairview, to which he answered he did. Trustee Jenks stated the hearing
on 145 Fairview had been closed, but in all fairness to Mr. Gosnell, the Trustees agreed to reopen
the hearing on 145 Fairview.
Mr. Gosnell stated there is still tall grass and weeds as well as logs and tires in the back of the
property, plus the siding is falling off of the house. Mr. Gosnell does not believe the owner cares
about the property or will return to it. Trustee Jenks asked Zoning Inspector and Compliance
Officer Binckley to address Mr. Gosnell’s issues. Zoning Inspector and Compliance Officer

6/10/2015

1 5 - 131

Binckley stated he did not see the tires and asked for Mr. Gosnell’s permission to come onto his
property to look at the rear of the property on 145 Fairview.
Trustee Jenks retracted his previous vote on closing the public hearing on 145 Fairview, as did
Trustee Mason. It was decided to keep the public hearing on 145 Fairview open until the next
meeting to allow for further investigation on the property.
Public Hearings on Nuisance Property located at 217 Fairview:
Trustee Jenks opened the public hearing on 217 Fairview. Trustee Jenks asked if anyone wanted
to speak on 217 Fairview.
FO Miller reported he had received a phone call from the owner who had stated he was going to
clean up the property. Zoning Inspector and Compliance Officer Binckley stated his inspection
showed the grass had been mowed and the driveway had been addressed, as well as the siding
had been patched and windows repaired. Zoning Inspector and Compliance Officer stated the
owner said he was trying to get the property ready to rent. Zoning Inspector and Compliance
Officer Binckley’s recommendation was the property no longer qualified as a nuisance.
Trustee Jenks moved to take no further action on 217 Fairview and to close the public hearing on
217 Fairview. Trustee Mason seconded and the motion carried.
Public Hearings on Nuisance Property located at 223 Fairview:
Trustee Jenks opened the public hearing on 223 Fairview and asked if anyone wanted to speak
on the property. As no one spoke on 223 Fairview, Trustee Mason asked Zoning Inspector and
Compliance Officer Binckley to discuss the property of 223 Fairview. Zoning Inspector and
Compliance Officer Binckley stated in his opinion this was the worst of the three properties on
Fairview. The grass was very high, and it had roof damage and a lot of garbage. The grass has
now been mowed and the owner has a contract to have it mowed every week. The owner is
going to put a new roof on the house and about 85% of the garbage has been picked up. In
Zoning Inspector and Compliance Officer Binckley’s opinion the house is no longer a nuisance.
Trustee Jenks moved to accept Zoning Inspector and Compliance Officer Binckley’s
recommendation and to close the public hearing on 223 Fairview. Trustee Mason seconded and
the motion carried.
Minutes Approval:
Trustee Jenks reported Trustee Schott asked to postpone the approval of the minutes until
she could be present to vote on them. Trustee Jenks moved to table the approval of the
minutes until the next meeting. Trustee Mason seconded and the motion carried.
Public Comment:
Bill Wilken spoke to the issue of the building of a new fire station; his main concern being
the issue is thoroughly vetted. Mr. Wilken’s immediate concern is to make certain that we
achieve a balance between what we have to do in the very short run (and moving ahead in
that direction) and also assuring proper operation of the Township overall.
Mr. Wilken suggested the money that has been set aside ($900,000) for the potential fire
station expense be returned to the general fund.
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Trustee Mason responded to Mr. Wilken’s comments stating the Township has been “bandaiding” the current fire station building which was built for a volunteer department.
Trustee Mason stated no decisions have been made and the Township is in the
exploring/planning stage for the future.
Andrew King, a Granville resident, formally introduced himself as a candidate for County
Prosecutor.
As no one had further public comments, Trustee Jenks closed the Public Comment Section.
There was no further public comment.
Correspondence Received or Sent:
FO Miller reported:
Received a letter from Bill Wilken and forwarded it to the Trustees.
The Prosecutor’s Office sent a note that any Levy issue for the fall election has to be filed
at the Board of Elections by August 5, 2015.
Provided responses to some public information requests.

Elected Official Reports:
FO Miller:
Met with Trustee Schott and Jeff Hussey and Frank Harmon from Ohio Insurance
Agency to learn about what services his group could provide compared to the current
company, Dawson Insurance. Trustee Jenks stated he thought it was an excellent idea to
get quotes from other companies and Mr. Miller said he would proceed.
Attended the Memorial Day Parade and Service.
FO Miller received notice from AEP regarding the Township’s electrical energy and the
switch over to a new electrical service provider, Constellation Energy. Trustee Jenks
commented for the record, if you are in a current contract with someone else, this plan
doesn’t affect you, or if you are enrolled in the co-op it doesn’t affect you. Everybody
else is automatically enrolled unless you elect to take yourself out, which you are allowed
to do.
FO Miller provided a list of the warrants and payroll checks issued. FO Miller requested
approval for the warrants, withholding vouchers, debit memos, and EFT’s which were issued.
On a motion by Trustee Jenks and a second by Trustee Mason, by a unanimous affirmative vote
the following warrants, withholding vouchers, debit memos, EFT’s, and if applicable, then and
now purchase order certificates were approved for payment and processing.
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I hereby certify the funds were on hand or in process of collection and property appropriates for
payment of the aforementioned warrants.
________________________
Jerry A. Miller, Fiscal Officer
Trustee Bill Mason:
Spent some time working in the Old Colony Burial Ground on Saturday.
The Township’s local waste program is going a lot better and the calls have slowed down
regarding it.
Received a call from the Licking County Sheriff’s office regarding two women from the
Buckeye Lake area who were camping at the Spring Valley shelter house. Trustee
Mason called Andy Wildman, GRD Director, as the Township has an agreement with the
Recreation District to manage the park. Trustee Mason, two sheriffs and GRD Director
Wildman arrived at the park where Director Wildman handled the situation.
Trustee Paul Jenks:
Spoke with the Prosecutor’s Office regarding recovering money if the Township
mows and/or clean up nuisance properties. There is a mechanism which Harrison
Township used to recoup Township costs. Trustee Jenks forwarded a copy of the
Prosecutor’s opinion to the other Trustees.
Roads District:
Superintendent’s Report:
Superintendent Binckley reported crews:
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Caught up with roadside mowing and weed control.
Patched the Old River Road culvert and patched a part of Cannon Road.
Began the process of installing 200 feet of tile in a wet area off Highgate.
Cemetery Department:
Superintendent Reported the following activity:
Had two funerals.
Delivered some gravel, sand and mulch to Old Colony Burial Ground.
Parks Department/ Granville Recreation District (GRD)/ Bryn Du Commission:
Superintendent Binckley stated a large tree and some branches came down in Raccoon Valley
Park, which were cleaned up.
Trustee Jenks asked FO Miller how to account for funds when time is spent dealing with the
parks. FO Miller said he did not regard it as an issue when employees spend a short time on the
parks, but should put a procedure in place stating over so many hours there is a need to track it
because the people who are doing the work are paid out of roads funds. FO Miller indicated he
had talked with the State Auditor’s Office regarding the issue and was advised that a day or so is
not a big issue. FO Miller will continue to work on the procedure with Superintendent Binckley.
Trustee Jenks reminded the Township is close to signing an agreement with the GRD and stated
GRD Director Andy Wildman called him to report he was ready to present the agreement
tonight. However, as Trustee Schott, who has been our representative on the agreement is not
here tonight, he thought it best to wait until Trustee Schott and Director Wildman could attend.
Fire Department:
Chief Hussey reported staff completed the following activities:
850 year to date calls in 2015.
Attended two Licking County Technical Review Committee meetings regarding
Sycamore Ridge and the Black Radish Creamery developments. There are no safety
concerns.
The Department will participate in the statewide HazMat and terrorism exercise at the
State Fire Academy as part of its role as part of the County HazMat team. A couple of
full time staff and several volunteers will be sent to participate.
Fire Fighter Borden and the Chief attended medical infection and control-training
programs, which are required by state and federal law and regulations to make sure
Township policies, are in compliance with federal regulations.
Chief Hussey will attend the State Board Pharmacy training session at Truro Township to
ensure the Department is in full compliance with EMS operations controlled substances
and drug license.
Chief Hussey presented a request to purchase a new Type I Ford F450 ambulance from Braun
Ambulance in Van Wert, Ohio for $197,099.48. The amount includes a $4700 rebate for Ford
fleet clients. The ambulance will be scheduled for January 2016 delivery. The vehicle is being
funded from the fleet replacement fund and is budgeted. Medic committee member Captain
Casey Curtis explained the mechanics of the truck to the Trustees.
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FO Miller asked if the longer truck (by 24 inches) would fit in the station. Captain Curtis
explained there would be room for this new truck, but a second new truck would require removal
of the work bench. Chief Hussey noted this is an example of where we are being strangled by
the current facility.
Chief Hussey requested the Trustees sign the contract for the truck.
Trustee Jenks moved to allow FO Miller to sign the bid for the vehicle up to $197,600. Trustee
Mason seconded and the motion carried.
Land Management/ Open Space:
No report
Zoning
Zoning Inspector and Compliance Officer
Zoning Inspector Binckley reported:
A couple of permits are pending. Both are for additions.
Compliance Officer Binckley reported:
He answered numerous phone calls about high grass and nuisance issues. With the
exception of one of those properties, everything has been handled with no action
necessary. There is one property on River Road and that he has asked the Prosecutor’s
Office how to handle because it is an on-going situation.
Zoning Commission:
Zoning Commission Chairperson Rob Schaadt reported the Zoning Commission met last week to
start the review of recommendations provided by Zoning Inspector Binckley. The Commission
plans to meet again on June 22 to determine which recommendations they will move forward.
Zoning Commission
No report
Zoning Appeal Board
Zoning Inspector Binckley reported there is an application for a conditional use permit, plus
there are two building permit applications on his desk which will require a BZA Variance.
Old Business:
Rotary Bridge Project-status:
Trustee Jenks reported the Rotary Bridge is open. Trustee Jenks is scheduled on Friday with Dr.
John Weigand, Carol Bane and a representative from the State to review a punch list of items.
Trustee Jenks will submit the photos of the bridge, needed to receive reimbursement from the
ODNR grant, next week.
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Superintendent Binckley added as he was asked by the Trustees, at the previous meeting, to get a
quote for trees to block the entrance to the path at the end of Vill Edge Drive. Superintendent
Binckley met with John Klauder and received a quote of $690 for two 9 foot spruce trees at $690
installed.
Trustee Jenks explained Trustees had to take out vegetation at the end of Vill Edge to get
construction equipment in, opening up the probability that people will try to take vehicles onto
the bike path or the bridge. Trustee Jenks suggested because the Township cut down the
vegetation, the Township should pay to replace it.
Trustee Jenks moved the Township buy two trees or the number of trees necessary to close off
the end of Vill Edge so people won’t drive vehicles onto the path. Trustee Mason seconded the
motion then asked asked if the money could come from any remaining bridge funds? Trustee
Jenks replied he had spoken with Rotary about it and Rotary did not want to commit any further
funds because nobody was sure how much money was left.
FO Miller asked for clarification if the money would come from the general fund from the
contingency line item? Trustee Jenks answered yes, and thanked him for the clarification.
Trustee Mason seconded and the motion carried.
Township Purchasing Procedures:
FO Miller is working on the procedures.
Firehouse Building Fund:
Trustees Jenks and Mason entered into a discussion regarding the $917,000 set aside for funding
the firehouse.
Trustee Mason provided a background saying the Township received approximately $400,000 of
unanticipated dollars which came from the inheritance tax. The Trustees decided at the time to
find a place to hold it, rather than put it in the general fund. At that time Trustee Mason
suggested it be set-aside in a separate fund for the fire fund.
Trustee Jenks stated he does not want anyone to infer he is negative about what Trustees are
doing with the firehouse. Trustee Jenks reported the Township had the good fortune for years of
taking in more inheritance tax than was spent out of the general fund. The Township took in
approximately $350,000 in inheritance tax and was only spending everything we had
approximately in the high $200,000’s. As officials started to think about the firehouse, there was
money available than was being spent. The Trustees anticipated the general fund would be
ample well into the future. A contingency fund was created for a firehouse like was already in
place for future equipment purchases.
The Township then lost the inheritance tax. Consequently, the surplus has been eroding away
the general fund. That surplus is forcasted to go away in late 2017 or early 2018 and the
Township will be out of business without additional funding. The Trustees went to the taxpayers
and asked them for a one-mill general fund levy which the voters rejected. At the same time the
Trustees dropped the 2.5 mil open space levy. Township taxpayers soundly rejected the request
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for a general fund levy. Some people have made unfair allegations that the money was hidden in
the fire account to cry poor. Nothing is further from the truth. All dollars can be repatriated
back ($900,000) to the general fund which would mean the Township will run out of money in
2020-2021.
There will be a time when the Township and the Trustees who are in place should seriously
consider, if the general fund is made well again and probably funded by a levy, it would it be
appropriate to put money back in place to help fund the fire station. It would be appropriate to
form a public committee in the future to discuss moving forward with the new firehouse.
Based on where we are today, the fact we do not have a project on the books, letting that money
sit there, telling the public we’re running out of money in the general fund (when it was money
in the general fund in the first place) is not appropriate today. While no one did anything wrong,
Trustee Jenks stated he believes the dollars needed to be repatriated back to the general fund.
Trustee Jenks moved the money be transferred from the contingency fire building fund to the
general fund. Trustee Mason seconded and the motion carried.
New Business
2015 Summer Meeting Schedule
It was decided to cancel the regularly scheduled second meetings of June, July and August.
On a motion by Trustee Jenks and a second by Trustee Mason, with Jenks-Yes, Mason-Yes, the
meeting was moved into Executive Session under ORC section 122.21(G)(1) to discuss
personnel issues. Chief Hussey and Superintendent Binckly were invited to attend.
After a period of discussion on a motion by Trustee Jenks and a second by Trustee Mason, with
Jenks-Yes and Mason-Yes, the meeting was reconvened into regular session.
Trustee Mason read and then presented the following resignation letter.
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Trustee Jenks and FO Miller both thanked Trustee Mason for his service to the Township and
agreed they will miss working with him on a daily basis.
The meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM.
Calendar Reminder
Regular Board* meetings 6/10/2015 and 6/24/2015 at 7:00 PM.
*The Board of Township Trustees of Granville Township, Licking County, Ohio, meet in their dual capacity as the
Board of Township Trustees of Granville Township and the Board of Granville Township Road District Trustees.

