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Granville Township  
Minutes of Regular Meeting, September 14, 2016 

 

Present: Granville Township and Granville Roads District Trustees* Melanie Schott, Dan 

VanNess, Kevin Bennett, Fiscal Officer Jerry Miller and Recording Secretary Maggie Barno 

Department Head: Chief Casey Curtis and Superintendent Travis Binckley 

Guests: Laurel Kennedy, Denison University 

 

Trustee Schott called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Agenda Approval 

Trustee Bennett made a motion to table the Road Maintenance Agreement/ Fairview, under 

Granville Township Road District until the September 28, 2016 meeting.  Trustee VanNess 

seconded the motion and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Trustee Bennett made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. Trustee VanNess seconded 

the motion and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Approval of Meeting Minutes  

Trustee Bennett made a motion to approve the August 24, 2016, minutes as presented. Trustee 

VanNess seconded the motion and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Public Comment 

There was no one to speak under Public comment.   

 

Correspondence Received or Sent 

FO Miller reported: 

¶ A Licking County Township Association meeting will be held October 13, 2016 and all 

Elected Official commented they would attend. 

¶ Received a request from Mollie Prasher, Village of Granville, regarding the Villageôs annual 
bow deer-hunting program which includes land owned by the Township.  FO Miller 

presented maps showing the Township properties which have been included in the program 

as well as documents which need signed by the property owner.  The hunting program will 

last from September 24, 2016 to February 5, 2017.  

 

Trustee Schott made a motion to approve FO Miller to sign documents to approve the 

participation of the deer-hunting program.  Trustee Bennett seconded the motion and the motion 

passed by unanimous vote. 

 

¶ Trustee VanNess noted 87 deer were harvested last year and will contact Mollie Prasher to 

get a breakdown of where the deer were harvested. 

¶ Trustees VanNess noted the deer-hunting area on Columbus Rd. property needed modified 

before being submitted to Mollie Prasher, as hunters have been too close to the Township 

Garage Building.  FO Miller will work with Superintendent Binckley to modify the map. 
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Granville Township Road District 

Superintendent Binckley reported the following: 

¶ Crews made a pass through the Township spraying (weed killer) around signs. 

¶ The roadside mower has been fixed and is up and running 

¶ Continue to fill potholes as they appear 

¶ A tree fell into the powerlines on Goose Lane.  AEP cut down the tree and the Township 

crew cleared the debris.   

 

Superintendent Binckley reported he worked on an OPWC (Ohio Public Works Commission) 

grant requesting funding of $195,357, which is 50 per cent of the expected 2017 road paving 

expenditure, and the Township would pay 50 per cent of the road paving.  Superintendent 

Binckley explained the grant and the grant points system to the Trustees. 

   

Trustee VanNess commended Superintendent Binckley for his work on the grant. 

 

Superintendent Binckley asked the Elected Officials to sign the Engineers Office work request 

form, which is asking the Engineer to certify the estimate.   

 

Trustee VanNess noted the 2016 Township road paving project should be done next week. 

 

Cemetery Department 

Superintendent Binckley reported the following: 

¶ 2 Funerals were held 

¶ 5 graves were sold 

¶ 2 Deeds need to be signed 

¶ The Village will help the Township crew in taking down a large pine tree in section 5  

 

Trustee VanNess commented the crew is now working five days a week. 

 

Parks/Granville Recreation District (GRD)/Bryn Du Commission 

Trustee Schott reported there was vandalism at the hunting shack at McPeek Lodge.  GRD 

Director Andy Wildman asked Trustee Schott to get the Trustees feelings regarding the GRD 

locking the gate at McPeek Lodge as well as writing a letter to the neighbors regarding  mowing 

of the fenced off grassy area. 

 

After discussion, the Trustees decided not to have the GRD act on either aspect at this time.   

Trustee Bennett agreed to reach out, again, to the neighbor (Glenn Funk) concerning the mowing 

reminding him the Township has a State agency (EPA) directing our action.  Trustee Bennett 

stated the vandalism appears to be an isolated case and the Trustees agreed not to lock the 

facility at this time.        

 

The Trustees discussed tearing down the hunting shack, but it was not clear if it was the GRDôs 

responsibility or the Townships.  A review of the lease with the GRD is needed.  Trustee Schott 

will review the lease agreement and add this to the next meeting agenda.       
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Trustee Schott noted there had been a complaint regarding problems at Spring Valley Park.  

GRD Director Andy Wildman replied to the complainant, asking to be contacted immediately 

when there was a problem and he would go to the park straightaway.  Discussion followed 

regarding problems at the parks.  The Trustees agreed to monitor the situation. 

No formal action was taken. 

 

Trustee VanNess reported the Land Management Committee asked for the road crew to mow the 

grassy area this fall.   

 

Fire Department 

Chief Curtis reported the following: 

¶ 1351 runs year to date 

¶ Attended the Union Township and McKean Township meetings to introduce himself 

¶ Attended two meetings at Denison University 

¶ Attended two Licking County meetings  

¶ The new Medic has been returned to Van Wert to the Braun Company for a maintenance 

problem, because of an engineering problem by the Braun Company.   

¶ The hiring process has been started.  There are 4 or 5 applications for part-time and working 

on interest to fill the vacant full-time position. 

¶ Discussion was held on the recent fire alarm prank-pull at Granville High School. 

 

Concerning the filling of the vacant Lieutenant position, Chief Curtis explained an Ohio Fire 

Chiefôs evaluation process, and then asked for a motion to pay for the process.  Chief Curtis 

noted this evaluation process is the standard in many Ohio fire departments. 

 

Trustee Bennett made a motion to authorize expenditure up to $5900 for acquisition of the 

evaluation service of the Ohio Fire Chiefôs Association.  Trustee VanNess seconded the motion 

and without further discussion, the motion passed by unanimous vote.   

 

FO Miller commented the funds would come from Fire Department funds. 

 

Land Management/Open Space 

Trustee Schott mentioned she had forwarded an email to the Trustees regarding a letter in 

support of the Open Space Levy. The Trustees were in accord to submit the letter.  

Discussion was held regarding Open Space properties and signs. 

 

Trustee Bennett reported Judy Preston, Land Management Committee Chairperson, reported 

annual appointments are coming up.  It was also reported the Committee had completed their 

annual inspections and are completing their reports. 

 

Economic Development 

Trustee Schott had no report on Economic Development at this time. 

 

Zoning 

Zoning Inspector and Compliance Officer Binckley reported the following: 

¶ No zoning permits have been written 
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¶ Met with the people at the Sunoco Station at the corner of Weaver Rd. regarding an 

expansion of the building.  A new temporary Marathon sign will replace the Sunoco sign 

by the end of the month.  A more permanent sign will be installed after the first of the 

year. 

Trustee Schott asked if the Trustees received the email regarding the Licking County Technical 

Review Committee of the Old Park subdivision.  The concern was the movement of the dry fire 

hydrants.  Trustee Schott reported she asked Brad Mercer, Licking County Planning Commission 

to include Chief Curtis on emails.  

 

Trustee Schott also wanted to make sure the Trustees received the memo from the Prosecutorôs 

office regarding Joint Economic Development District. 

 

FO Miller reminded the Trustees they needed to address the problem concerning real estate signs 

being removed and brought to the Township garage.  It was noted one citizen was granted 

approval by prior Trustees to collect misplaced signs.  Discussion was held regarding the policy.  

After a period of discussion, the Trustees agreed to table until the next meeting. 

 

Trustee Schott asked about election signs.  Trustee Bennett stated per an Ohio Supreme Court 

case, election signs are considered free speech and our Zoning Code will need to be changed, as 

the code (Zoning Resolution) now states that election signs cannot be put up until 30 days before 

an election.    

 

Zoning Commission 

There was no report. 

 

Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) 

Zoning Inspector Binckley reported the BZA met and approved the Havens variance. 

 

Elected Official Reports 

Fiscal Officer Miller 

FO Miller reported: 

¶ FO Miller and Trustee Bennett attended a meeting with Mollie Prasher, Village of Granville, 

and Marc Hollinger, of Aspen Energy Corporation, on electrical aggregation.  Marc 

Hollinger announced electrical rates are down and suggested we lock in the low rates for 

Granville.  After a period of discussion, FO Miller asked for a motion to approve Marc 

Hollinger as the Townshipôs electrical aggregation representative. 

 

Trustee Schott made a motion to approve Marc Hollinger as Township representative to seek 

electrical aggregation rates.  Trustee VanNess seconded the motion and the motion passed by 

unanimous vote. 

 

¶ FO Miller requested a motion to allow FO Miller to sign forms provided by Marc Hollinger 

allowing Mr. Hollinger to be the Townshipôs electrical aggregation representative.  

 

Trustee Bennett made a motion to authorize FO Miller to work with Mr. Hollinger to obtain 

any and all data necessary to effectively represent the Granville Township Trustees in 
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obtaining a favorable electrical aggregation rate.  Trustee VanNess seconded the motion and 

the motion passed by unanimous vote.  

 

¶ A discussion was held regarding electrical rates and budget billing. 

 

Township Property Insurance 

FO Miller reported he and Superintendent Binckley met with broker Brian Newkirk, of Madison 

Collins Stephens Insurance Company, and provided an overview of Granville Township 

Insurance, commenting there are still outstanding insurance questions, based on the lease 

agreement with the GRD.  Discussion followed regarding insurance of all Township buildings. 

Trustee VanNess asked for a determination by the Prosecutorôs office regarding insurance for 

McPeek Lodge, as the Township owns it.  Trustee VanNess asked if the new bridge was insured.  

Discussion was held regarding the need for having bridge insurance. 

 

Following discussion, Trustee Bennett made a motion to authorize FO Miller to continue to work 

for renewal of our current policies with Madison Collins Stevens to take final action committing 

the Granville Township Trustees as long as the cost does not exceed $20,000. Trustee Schott 

seconded the motion and the motion passed by unanimous vote. 

 

Licking County Auditorôs Office ï Township Debt Schedule 

FO Miller reported the Licking County Auditorôs office has asked for annual approval of the 

Townshipôs Debt schedule.  FO Miller responded by email that Granville Township has no debt. 

 

Licking County Auditorôs Office ï Resolution Accepting the Amounts and Rate 

FO Miller provided the Trustees with rates as provided by the Auditors Office and a copy of the 

annual Resolution.  FO Miller reviewed the rates with the Trustees.   

 

A discussion with questions by Trustee Schott and answers by the Trustees and FO Miller was 

held regarding how millage is dispersed. 

  

Trustee VanNess made a motion to approve the Resolution.  Trustee Bennett seconded the 

motion.  FO Miller called the roll for the vote to approve the Resolution, which was as follows: 

Trustee Schott- yes 

Trustee Bennett- yes 

Trustee VanNess- yes  
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FO Miller presented a list of warrants, withholding vouchers, debit memos, and EFTôs which 

were issued and asked for their approval.   

 

On a motion by Trustee Schott and a second by Trustee Bennett, by a unanimous affirmative 

vote the following warrants, withholding vouchers, debit memos, EFTôs, and if applicable, then 

and now purchase order certificates were approved for payment and processing. 


