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Granville Township
Minutes of Regular Meeting, September 13, 2017
Present: Granville Township and Granville Roads District Trustees* Melanie Schott, Kevin
Bennett, Dan VanNess, Fiscal Officer (FO) Jerry Miller and Recording Secretary Maggie Barno
Department Heads: Fire Chief Casey Curtis, Superintendent Travis Binckley
Guests: Craig McDonald, representing The Granville Sentinel
Doug Helman, representing Kendal at Granville, 109 Longford Drive
Christian Robertson, Robertson Construction - Engineer Consultant
Trustee Schott called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Agenda Approval
Trustee VanNess made a motion to approve the agenda. Trustee Bennett seconded the motion
and the motion passed by unanimous vote.
Approval of Meeting Minutes
Trustee Schott made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 23, 2017 minutes with an
amendment made by Trustee VanNess. Trustee Bennett seconded the motion and the motion
passed by unanimous vote.
Public Comment
There was no public comment.
Correspondence Received or Sent
FO Miller reported:
 Filed for expedited type 2 annexation for 18.8 acres into the Village of the Larson property
on Newark Granville Road. Was filed with the County Commissioners earlier in the month.
 Received a notice from Jim and Linda White regarding three parcels they own on Loudon
Street in the conservation easement which are being sold. Sent the notice to the Trustees,
Judy Preston of Land Management and Doug Wagner of the Open Space Committee
 All other correspondence was forwarded to the Trustees, Superintendent Binkley and Fire
Chief Curtis.
Granville Township Road District
Road District Superintendent Binckley reported:
 All force account work pertaining to the OPWC project has been completed. The Shelly
Company has scheduled the Township road paving for the first week of October.
 We widened a cul-de-sac on Mill Race Rd. to reduce the damage caused by motorist to the
grassy center.
 Trimmed trees at Granview & Burtridge intersection, as well as Mill Race, Pleasant View
and Hampden Dr.
 Began making another round of mowing along the roads. Working in the North half of the
Township currently
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Asked Trustees for permission to purchase a snow plow for the new truck from Buckeye
Valley Equipment. It is an 8’ plow with 1’ extension on each side making it capable of being
10’ wide. Total price installed is $7,000. Superintendent noted it is a budgeted item.

Trustee VanNess made a motion to authorize Superintendent Binkley to purchase the snowplow
for the new truck $7000. Trustee Bennett seconded the motion and the motion passed by
unanimous vote.
Superintendent Binckley asked the Trustees for permission to request the Engineer’s office for
an estimate and traffic counts for 2018 OPWC grant application for road paving.
Trustee VanNess made a motion to amend the agenda to bring 14B (OPWC Grant Application
Due October 1, 2017) for discussion at this time in the meeting. Trustee Schott second the
motion and the motion passed by unanimous vote.
Trustee VanNess reported to the Trustees on the second project to submit to OPWC, the traffic
light at Kendal. In order to satisfy the Ohio Revised Code the Trustees would need to add their
names to the ODOT permit application for the traffic light with the changes: Granville Township
at the top of the application and Superintendent Binckley’s name as the contact.
Trustee VanNess made a motion to submit ODOT’s application, with the minor changes, for the
traffic light at Kendal. Trustee Bennett seconded the motion and the motion passed by
unanimous vote.
Trustee VanNess reported that Alison Terry forwarded two resolutions for the projects to submit
to OPWC (road paving and light at Kendal). Trustee VanNess made a motion to pass the
Resolution to recommend the traffic light at Kendal as the second priority of the OPWC Grant.
Lengthy discussion followed on which OPWC project would be listed as first and second.
Trustee Schott believed the light has a better chance to be funded. Trustee Schott noted that
listing Kendal as the second submittal would mean losing 5 points off that OPWC Grant request.
Trustee Schott stated there is no guarantee the traffic light would be funded and there were no
unusual circumstances for approval of the paving and believed we would not get another OPWC
paving project approved again. Trustee Schott was concerned if someone were hurt at the
intersection, the community would question why the Trustees did not fund the light. Trustee
Schott also noted some residents had asked her why would the Township pay for the light at
Kendal. Trustee Schott reported she learned from Kirk Simross, Licking County Engineers
Office that not all of last year’s OPWC applications were funded.
Trustee VanNess considered the best course is to align ourselves in the best financial position to
get everything accomplished. Trustee VanNess stated the paving project would cost $100,000
more than the traffic light project and paving projects are commonly awarded, plus $196,000
dollars saved from last year (over the budget) could be applied towards the traffic light. Trustee
VanNess indicated the Township would get extra points by asking for 50% (of paving) instead of
75% as is asked by many applicants.
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After a long discussion with no decision made, the OPWC Grant was tabled to the next meeting.
Trustee Schott made a motion to table the OPWC discussion to the next meeting. Trustee
Bennett seconded the motion and the motion passed by unanimous vote.
Cemetery Department
Superintendent Binckley reported the following:
 There has been one burial
 One deed transfer
Cemetery Improvement Project
Trustee VanNess stated he spoke to Village Planner, Deb Walker, who reported there were no
appeals made against the Cemetery Improvement Project. Final approval is expected at the
September 20, 2017 Village Council meeting and the project should start by the end of
September.
Parks
Trustee Schott stated Judy Preston, Land Management Committee Chairperson reported the
Committee had an idea to use the donations from the Ned Roberts Memorial Funds for an eagle
scout project.
A large wedding is planned for October 21 at the Spring Valley Nature Preserve. The neighbors
will be notified.
Trustee Schott stated she spoke with Andy Wildman, Director of the GRD, who wanted to notify
the Trustees the paddle tennis court located at the Spring Valley Nature Preserve had some
serious structural issues and a group has expressed interest in it rebuilding at McPeek Lodge.
The GRD is looking into the costs. Trustee Schott stated she did expect funding from the
Township would be needed. Trustee VanNess wanted to know where it would be located and
suggested it could not be in the lead contamination area. Trustee Bennett wondered how many
people play paddle tennis and if it was a wise expenditure.
Fire Department
Fire Station Project
Construction Expert Christian Robertson
Trustee Bennett announced Mr. Robertson had been invited to speak to the Trustees regarding
the renovation/rebuilding a fire station at the current location and its impact to the area
businesses and residents. Trustee Bennett noted Mr. Robertson’s Company did renovations on
the Granville Inn, Presbyterian Church, Granville Historical Society, and is currently building
the Denison University project on Broadway. Mr. Robertson stated his comments would be
based upon his experience as a life-long Licking County resident, doing construction projects
throughout the Village of Granville and his experience constructing 12 fire stations in Central
Ohio and beyond.
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Speaking about a replacement fire station on the North Prospect site, Mr. Robertson said,
“Would it be buildable? Yes. Will it be challenging? Yes. Will it be more expensive than a
green-field site? Yes.”
Mr. Robertson reported his company is currently building on a tight fire station location in old
downtown Pickerington and the staging area was a block away at a park. During a build of the
downtown Columbus station, Robertson Construction was able to use a nearby ODOT exit ramp
as a staging area. Trustee Bennett asked about a staging area for the rebuild at the current fire
station location. Mr. Robertson stated a staging site is needed and suggested the Huntington
Bank/First Federal parking lots are the only possibilities within 5 blocks. Mr. Robertson
provided examples of projects where staging was an issue, concluding anything is possible, but
there would be additional costs.
Trustee VanNess asked what would be the cost difference between rebuilding downtown vs the
South Main Street location. Mr. Robertson estimated it would 10% to 20% more expensive to
rebuild downtown and explained the difficulty of building on a small site in the downtown
location.
Mr. Robertson’s concerns about building downtown were: the station currently shares a wall
with Everest Gear; seismic studies would be needed to assure Everest Gear and the two historic
houses owned by the Township, could withstand nearby construction and “sonic” effects of
construction.
Trustee Bennett asked about the impact on sidewalk and road closures needed for a downtown
rebuild. Mr. Robertson stated the sidewalk would be closed during the entire project.
Concerning the road closure, as a contractor you ask for as much road closure as you can get. If
you can’t get it for the entire project, then you ask to get it for specific critical portions of the
build. Mr. Robertson stated a construction agreement could be reached that allowed for no road
closures, but that would drive construction cost considerably. Trustee Bennett stated Moody
Nolan expected the project to last 18-24 months. Mr. Robertson responded that 24 months
would be a stretch.
Trustee Schott noted some residents have expressed concern that if the fire station moves,
another owner could tear down the old fire station and build on the site, so local business would
still be impacted.
Mr. Robertson responded the building has good bones and doubted someone would tear it down,
noting the building has age, but is generally sound and it provides lots of floor space. Mr.
Robertson suggested getting rid of the garage doors and redoing the front of the building.
Trustee VanNess asked about reusing the south wall of the current station. Mr. Robertson stated
he doubted an architectural engineer would allow the old building footers to be used, as today
building code is different. A new footer, that would support the new building might be an option
without removing the south wall.
In response to a suggestion that a second floor could be added to the current station, Mr.
Robertson stated building codes today it is not architecturally feasible. Mr. Robertson provided
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an example of a fire station near Lodi, which had its roof blown off by high winds and a
structural engineer would not certify replacing the roof on the existing walls.
Trustee VanNess asked about building on the South Main Street site. Mr. Robertson suggested
there is no know concerns. Expected the station could be built in 12-14 months.
FO Miller asked about potential costs:
Mr. Robertson stated projects is like comparing apples to orange, but provided the following:
Licking Township Fire Station:
 Pre-engineered, 6-7 bays 15,000 sq. feet
 Living quarters is wood framed.
 Cost $2.2 million
 Probably not what would be built in Granville
Newark Fire Station
 18,500 sq. feet
 Includes a training tower
 Cost $ 4.3 million
Downtown Columbus Fire Station
 22,000 sq. feet
 Included a technical package
 $9 million dollars
Violet Township Fire Station (Pickerington)
 19,000 sq. feet project
 Cost $5.4 million
Mr. Robertson guessed Granville Township’s Station would be between 15,000 – 17,000 sq. feet.
Trustee Bennett note the Township plans to use the new Construction Manager at Risk (CMR)
process for building the new fire station. Mr. Robertson explained process to the Trustees.
The Trustees thanked Mr. Robertson for his time and expertise.
Fire Chief Report
Fire Chief Curtis reported the following:
 Runs are up to 1500 YTD, which is a 12% increase over 2016
 Attended the MECC Chiefs meeting
 Attended the Licking County Chiefs meeting
 Met with Village re: internet and phone changes they are making
 Attended the Central Ohio Fire Chiefs meeting
 Attended the Rescue Task Force meeting
 Met with Licking Memorial Hospital concerning annual physicals
 Crews are starting annual hose testing
 Crews are busy with scheduling and completing Fire Safety Programs in all the schools
 Annual pump testing slated to begin end of month to first of next month
 Power Cots have been ordered and are expect to arrive in 6-7 weeks

9/13/2017

1 7 - 180

Chief Curtis explained the need for a part-time Fire Inspector, to replace Mike Duncan who
resigned earlier this year. Chief Curtis stated he originally planned for the full-time staff to take
on the Fire Inspector duties, but learned that to many times crews were being called away for
emergency runs. Chief Curtis concluded the Fire Department needed a dedicated part-time Fire
Inspector recommended the appointment of Seth Teagle.
Trustee Bennett made a motion to appoint Part Time Fire Inspector Seth Teagle at a rate less
than what Mike Duncan was paid, but more than the regular part time rate and to be determined
by Trustee Bennett, FO Miller and Chief Curtis. Trustee Schott seconded the motion and the
motion passed by unanimous vote.
SAFER Grant:
Chief Curtis stated he needs formal action from the Board to officially accept the SAFER Grant.
Chief Curtis suggested a January 1, 2018 start date, as that will allow time to advertise, test, and
hiring. Chief Curtis noted the grant requires workers must start by 2/25/2018, but could start
earlier by making a simple amendment to FEMA grant.
Trustee Bennett made a motion to authorize the Chief Curtis to accept the SAFER Grant.
Trustee Schott seconded the motion and the motion passed by unanimous vote.
Fire Station Project (Continued):
Trustee Bennett reported he sent a draft Request for Qualifications (RFQ) to hire an Architect of
Record to design the fire station on 1833 South Main Street to the Trustees. The RFQ will allow
architects to submit statement of qualifications to the Trustees.
Trustee Bennett announced he was in the process of coming up with nominees for a selection
committee to choose the Architect of Record (and a future RFQ for an CMR). The committee
would evaluate each RFQ, narrow the selection down, conduct face to face interviews with the
finalist, then make a recommendation to the Trustees.
Trustee Schott questioned Trustee Bennett for the particulars on the selection committee and
what their duties would be. After some discussion it was decided to table the discussion on the
selection committee until the next meeting.
Trustee VanNess made a motion to proceed with the RFQ for architectural firms to be
considered to design a new fire station at 1833 South Main Street. Trustee Bennett seconded the
motion and the motion passed by unanimous vote.
Open Space/Land Management
Trustee Bennett reported he made inquiries about a possible land acquisitions, but the individuals
indicated they were not interested in participation in the program. Trustee Bennett forwarded the
information to the Open Space Committee.
Zoning
Zoning Inspector and Compliance Officer Binckley reported:
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3 permits were written:
o Pole Barn at 3117 Hankinson Rd
o New Dwelling at 133 Orchard Wood Path
o Addition at 1579 Hankinson Rd
Abandoned house at the corner of Welsh Hills Rd. and Sharon Valley, the yard has been
bush hogged
217 Fairview – Sent letter to owner.

Zoning Commission
Did not meet this month.
BZA
BZA met last night for 1734 Hankinson Rd. and will reconvene again October 3, 2017.
Economic Development
No report.
Elected Officials Reports
FO Miller
FO Miller reported the following:
 Money needs to be moved from carry-over line item to pay for Elected Official salaries as
since we have been spending more time on the Fire Station. This includes money to cover
the cost of the associated benefits, including medical insurance and retirement.
Trustee Schott made a motion to authorize FO Miller to move funds ($5000) from
contingency to make needed payments. Trustee VanNess seconded the motion and the motion
passed by unanimous vote
FO Miller provided the Trustees with an update on the Township’s Investments.
 $1,500,000 matures within 30 days and will be reinvested for 9-12 months.
 $500,000 matures in December
 $3,500,000 matures in CY 2018
 Conclusion - cash will be available for any large purchases (i.e. land or fire station).
FO Miller reported the creation of Fund 4401 Public Works to handle the processing of the
OPWC Grant. FO Miller asked for and received a new amended certificate from the County
Budget Commission, effective July 1, 2017 and asked the Trustees to accept the Certificate.
Trustee Schott made a motion to approve the following amended certificate which added the
OPWC grant award to Fund 4401 Public Works. Trustee Bennett seconded the motion and
the motion passed by unanimous vote.
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FO Miller provided a list of the warrants and payroll checks issued. FO Miller requested
approval for the warrants, withholding vouchers, debit memos and EFT’s, which were issued.
On a motion by Trustee Bennett and a second by Trustee VanNess, by a unanimous
affirmative vote the following warrants, withholding vouchers, debit memos, EFT’s, and if
applicable, then and now purchase order certificates were approved for payment and
processing:
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I hereby certify the funds were on hand or in process of collection and property appropriates for payment of the
aforementioned warrants.

________________________
Jerry A. Miller, Fiscal Officer

Insurance Policies:
FO Miller reported on the renewal proposals for the Township’s Commercial Property and the
associated umbrella policy through Madison Collins Stephens Insurance. The policy costs are
$12,038 and $5,371, which is a reduction over last year’s premium.
Trustee VanNess made a motion to approve insurance policies. Trustee Bennett seconded the
motion and the motion passed by unanimous vote.
Employee Health Insurance:
FO Miller received a medical insurance renewal proposal from Medical Mutual of Ohio through
the Township’s Medical Insurance Broker Frank Harmon. The proposals net increase was a very
attractive 2.01%. Discussion was held regarding keeping the current insurance vs. putting it out
to bid. FO Miller agreed to ask for Mr. Harmon for quotes at different deduction levels through
Medical Mutual and will report back to the Trustees at the next meeting.
Trustee Schott
Trustee Schott Reported:
 8/25 attended Joint Communications meeting
 8/29 attended MORPC Township overview
 9/12 attended MORPC meeting
 On 9/20 the Village will discuss to extend River Rd./Weaver Rd pathway and other pathways
Trustee Bennett
Trustee Bennett Reported:
 Mill Race residents want a pedestrian pathway to Granville and Trustee Bennett agreed he
would try to facilitate a meeting with ODO for it.
 Working on the Township newsletter which will come out mid-October.
 Trustee VanNess coordinated a meeting and Trustee Bennett met with representative from
Resource International to conduct on-site phase one at the proposed new fire station site on
South Main Street.
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Discussion was held regarding progress on the leases between the Township and Village.

Trustee VanNess
His report was within the meeting.
Old Business
Lighting Project Township Service Complex:
Superintendent Binckley reported he met with AGP Lighting Solutions and was satisfied with
the price of $2495 to replace fixtures inside and outside (with two exceptions) at the service
complex.
Trustee VanNess made a motion to move forward to update lights to LED at the Township
Service Complex. Trustee Bennett seconded the motion and the motion passed by unanimous
vote.
New Business
Trustee Bennett reported the Trustees were invited to attend the Licking County Township
Association meeting on 10/5.2017. FO Miller will RSVP for the Trustees.
With no further action the meeting adjourned at 9:38 PM.
Calendar Reminder
• The next regular Board meeting is scheduled for September 27, 2017, at 7 PM.
*The Board of Township Trustees of Granville Township, Licking County, Ohio, meets in their dual capacity as the
Board of Township Trustees of Granville Township and the Board of Granville Township Road District Trustees.

